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Spring in Washington means only one thingð

Cherry Blossoms.  Visitors and new residents 

uniformly describe their first experience 

strolling amidst this blooming sky of arboreal 

cotton candy in mystical terms.  The soft bun-
dles of pale pink blossoms set against the cerule-

an blue of the Tidal Basin and the majestic white 

marble and limestone monuments form an ever-

lasting impression.   
 

ñThe first time I drove into Washington was an 

early spring evening in 1945.  While searching 

the horizon for picture postcard landmarks, I 

found myself spellbound by these clouds of pale 

pink near the Jefferson Memorial.  The city re-

vealed beautiful parks, monuments, museums, 

and astonishing experiences in the decades fol-

lowing, but none will better define the beauty of 

this city than the Cheery Blossoms.ò (Annandale 

resident) 

 

On March 27, 1912 a ceremony was held in 

West Potomac Park to plant the first two of 

3,020 cherry trees donated to the United States 

by Yukio Ozaki, Mayor of Tokyo.  The gesture 

was intended to celebrate the growing friendship 

between the two nations.  First Lady Helen Taft 

and Viscountess Chinda, wife of the Japanese 

ambassador, officiated.  Three years later the US 

returned the good will gesture by sending flow-

ering dogwood trees to Japan.  Lady Bird John-

son, champion of the ñKeep America Beautiful 

Campaignò accepted 3,800 more trees in 1965.  
The latest planting took place in 1999 when trees 

originating from cuttings of a 1,500 year old Japa-

nese Cherry Tree were planted around the Tidal 

Basin.   
 

Cherry blossoms have come to symbolize many 

things over the centuries such as mortality with 

their extreme beauty and quick death or as a met-

aphor for the ephemeral nature of life.  They are 

also an omen of good fortune, an emblem of love, 

and a representation of spring.  Salt pickled blos-

soms are often served in hot water and sipped 

rather than green tea at Japanese weddings.  (Be 

cautions as the blossoms are toxic if eaten in 

quantity.) 

 
The National Park Service estimates that seven 

hundred thousand visitors stroll annually through 

East and West Potomac Park during the blooming 

period.  A two week festival is held from late 

March through early April to celebrate the Japa-

nese culture and the enduring friendship between 

the US and Japan.  The best view can be found 

along the footpath surrounding the Tidal Basin. 
 

 

continued on page 18 

Cherry Blossoms 
Arboreal Cotton Candy Heralds Spring      
 

By:  M. Callahan 

 

Tidal Basin, Washington, DC 

 

Cherry Blossoms in full bloom by the Jefferson Memorial  
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Greetings, Σ Saludos, ϝϠϲϼв , /Ƙŀᵔƻ ŀƴƘΗ 

With the advent of spring, Annandaleôs gardens are begin-

ning to brighten. Tulips and daffodils add a sparkle, lawns 

are beginning to green, and the trees are covering over those 

dreadful snow-inflicted wounds. And what about business?  

Are we beginning to recover from the recession-inflicted 
wounds? 

 

An informal poll at a recent networking event showed that 

local business leaders are feeling much more confident about 

the business climate. Customers are beginning to make long-

delayed purchases, and businesses are more willing to make 

investments in the future. To that end, your chamber can 

help. Did you know that Annandale is home to a wide range 

of banks that specialize in small business financial services? 

I encourage you to use your membership and let us make an 

introduction. Do you have new products or services? Let us 

help advertise them through the 
ENDEAVOR or our website! 

 

We are working to foster greater 

ties between the Chamber and 

Korean-American owned busi-

nesses and associations. A very 

successful kick-off meeting in 

early March is bearing fruit in 

terms of collaboration, new 

members, and ultimately, a 

stronger business environment 
for Annandale. According to the 

Census, minorities make-up 

nearly 50% of our diverse com-

munity and so I encourage you 

to be part of this initiative: your 

bottom line will thank you! 

 

Message from the President 

Finally, Iôd like to continue on 

my theme of corporate responsi-

bility to our community, which 

ultimately, is just good business. 

Local residents and businesses 
support you, especially when 

they recognize that your busi-

ness is an active member of the 

community. And involvement is 

easy! Your Chamber is run by a 

Board of dedicated volunteers 

who welcome your involve-

ment. You can sponsor 

(financially or in-kind) commu-

nity events such as the Bed Race 

and Carnival, the Fall Festival 

and Parade or you can attend volunteer days like the upcoming 
Annandale Clean-Up Day (April 30th). How about taking pride in 

your business fa­ade and environs ï perhaps a spring cleaning to 

match the brighter outlook? 

 

As always, donôt hesitate to contact me with your suggestions 

and comments, and remember, please ñBuy Annandaleò 

 
 

Gavin Dock  

Phone:  703.300.3681 

Email:  president@annandalechamber.com 
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Annandale  

Chamber Of Commerce  

Board of Directors 

 
PRESIDENT:   

Gavin Dock, President, Clarocode 

 

PRESIDENT ELECT: 

Marilyn Hoosen, BB&T Bank 

 

VICE PRESIDENT: 

Carol Zach Reuss 

Annandale Shopping Center 

Dan McKinnon, USN retired 

 

SECRETARY: 

Dr. Barbara Saperstone 

Provost, NVCC 

 

TREASURER: 

George Kresslein,  CPA 

 

IMMEDIATE PAST  

PRESIDENT: 

Marv Rodney, American Legion   

 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

Pat Sawhney, Realtor-Re/Max 100 

Toa Do, President, BDAG 

Kurt Langenwalter 

First Command Financial 

Richard Owen, President,  

Knights of Columbus 

Helen Winter, Annandale CBD  

Planning Committee 

Karen Fuentes, County Office of 

Public Private Partnerships 

  

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  

EDITOR, ENDEAVOR: 

Vicki Burman 

Presentsé 

Unique contemporary and traditional crafts 

Monday through Saturdays 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

at the Packard Center, in the Annandale Community Park 

4022 Hummer Road, Annandale, VA 

Handcrafted pieces for sale from local artists in a gallery display. 

Original work including pottery, baskets, glass, porcelain, wearables, 

photography, mixed media, polymer clay, watercolors and more. 

703) 941-0202         www.artisansunited.org 

 

By:  Gavin Dock    

mailto:president@annandalechamber.com
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A Community of Cousins 
Global Traditions and Customs 

  

A universally apparent pat-

tern of human tradition is the 

expression of cultural cele-

bration through community-

staged events such as festi-
vals.  Festivals are symbolic 

occasions passed down 

through the generations.  

Similar to holidays, they are 

shared by all age groups in 

which members of a cultural 

group converge and com-

memorate an element 

uniquely meaningful to their 

particular heritage.   
 

These established methods of celebration are a reflection of a 

culture's history, while contemporary recognition is the product 

of the repeated transfer of knowledge from one generation to the 

next.  Although festivals are extraordinarily diverse in terms of 

type, and exclusive to the community in which they appear, the-
se events are systematically distinguished by the purposeful 

gathering of people, hailing from the same cultural group, and 

whose collective focus is to illuminate their native customs by 

engaging in spirited revelry.  Festivals are fun and a time for the 

very young to learn of the cultural traditions that they will cele-

brate throughout their lives. 
 

Katsina, a city located in northern Nigeria, serves as the arena 

for the Durbar Festival, a lively exhibition showcasing the indi-

genes' cultural richness while also honoring past and present  

Heads of State. Etymologically, the term "durbar" stems from 

the Persian translation for the word court, however in reference 

to the festival itself, "durbar" means military parade.   
 

Originating in 1912, the Durbar Festival was an annual event in 

which the Katsina military forces held a formal reception for the 

Emir (Muslim monarch) and his chiefs.  After paying jahi, or 

homage to the Emir, the regi-

ments would demonstrate their 

preparedness for war, as well as 

allegiance to the Emirate 

(geographical region under the 
Emir's jurisdiction) through a 

spectacular performance of 

skilled horsemanship.  The ori-

gins of this festival were to ulti-

mately strengthen their armies 

through this showmanship, 

while binding honor and com-

munity pride in a festival atmos-

phere. 
  

The modern day Durbar Festival 

marks the simultaneous conclusion of both the holy month Eid-

el-Fitr, or Ramadan, as well as Eid-el-Kabir, a commemoration 

of the Prophet Ibrahim.  Echoing the historical traditions of the 

original forum, the contemporary Durbar pays tribute to the vis-

iting Heads of States as groups of men on galloping horseback 
dash across the grounds while saluting the presiding dignitaries 

with raised swords. The fanfare is amplified through the use of 

percussion, choreography, and song, while further evoking 

Katsina's indelible cultural customs.  
 

Tens of thousands of Nigerians assemble and celebrate the fan-

tastic Durbar Festival as the colorfully dressed horsemen in tur-

bans proudly display their skills and strengths galloping before  

royalty and assembled crowds.  This is truly a spectacle to be-

hold! 
 

A centuries old and highly recognized jubilee, Inti Raymi, is a 

traditional festival observed in Cuzco, Peru that commemorates 

the beginning of the new year. This three-day celebration is also 

known as The Festival of the Sun, and epitomizes the intricate 

correlation existing between the deep-seated conventions of their 

Peruvian ancestors and the modern-day interpretations symbolic 

of the autochthonous rituals and heritage.  
 

The historical genesis of Inti Raymi arose from the communal 

worship of the Sun God Wirracocha, and the first-born Son of 

the Sun, Inca. This portrayal of religious devotion took place 

during the winter solstice, a season during which the sun is fur-

thest away from the earth. It was a celebration and thanksgiving 

for a plentiful harvest of maize and potatoes.   
  

In preparation, the populace fasted for three days and avoided 

lighting fires. Part of this cultural event prior to 1572 included 

the sacrificial execution of an animal (llama) to ensure a pros-

perous growing season, the sunôs resurgence, and to prevent 

widespread famine. After the sacrifice the priests offered a com-
munion or holy bread made of corn flour and the blood of the 

sacrificed animal.   

 

Durbar Festival in Nigeria 

By:  Jessica Pylin Wendt  

 

Durbar FestivalðKatsina, Nigeria 

continued on page 20 


