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The architect, Faik Tugberk of the Architects 

Collaborative is no stranger to the design of me-

dium rise residential and commercial buildings.  

One of his first successes was the design of the 

Arlington County Courthouse Building, which 

led to many other multistory buildings in the 

Metro Area.  He  states that his design approach 

is not merely following fashion trends. 

continued page 12 

The long awaited, and much 

anticipated, revitalization of 

Annandale is about to begin. 

With the application for rezon-

ing submitted to Fairfax County, 

last December, the Webb Com-

panies and Southern Manage-

ment Corporation began the pro-

cess of bringing exciting im-

provements to the site at 4245 

Markham Street in central An-

nandale.  

 

This new proposal for redevel-

opment includes a 12-story multi

-family residential rental apart-

ment building named Markham 

Place, with a 6,000 square foot 

restaurant at street level, and up 

to 310 elegant new apartment residences enjoy-

ing on-site amenities not available in other An-

nandale apartment communities.  Seventy per-

cent of the apartments will be one bedroom, 

10% studio space, and 16% two bedrooms, all 

of a size ideal for singles or young cou-

ples.  (See figures 1-5)  

 

¢ƘŜ [ƻƴƎ !ǿŀƛǘŜŘ wŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ !ƴƴŀƴŘŀƭŜ .ŜƎƛƴǎ 
aŀǊƪƘŀƳ tƭŀŎŜ 
 

By:  Jeffrey Levine & M. Callahan   

 

  

MARKHAM PLACE as seen from Markham Street 

Renderings:  Architects Collaborative, Bethesda, MD 

Restaurant Space at street level for a family friendly eatery .   Renderings:  Architects Collaborative, Bethesda, MD 

 

http://www.webbcompanies.com/
http://www.webbcompanies.com/
http://www.southernmanagement.com/
http://www.southernmanagement.com/


!ǇǊƛƭ нлмп    2                                                                                                                                                   9b59!±hw                                                                                                                                                                                 

Message from the President   

  

 By:  Marilyn Hoosen 

  

I am not sure about any of 

you, but I have officially 

broken it off with winter! 

Although chronologically 

we acknowledge that 

spring is here, Mother 

Nature has all but kept us 

hostage to the woes of 

winter, and her wicked 

ways.  Indeed, it has been 

a season of snowstorms ad 

infinitum, and a keen re-

minder that climate change 

is becoming one of the biggest threats to our planet.  
 

2013 has been recorded as the 6th hottest calendar year in 

history, since the dawn of meteorological data. How this has 

impacted our local economy, school and commercial calen-

dars is being felt throughout the region, and the Northeast 

corridor as a whole.  When snow days pile up, citizens are 

strongly encouraged to stay indoors where they might be 

safer, but the fallout from doing so unfortunately involves a 

suspension from shopping, product and service delivery, and 

the cabin fever both parents and children experience being 

holed-up at home. (The exception of course, being a snow 

plow operator and a salt or ice-melt producer, who count on 

these days for seasonal income).  And so, we offer our con-

dolences to all of our businesses, students and residents who 

endured this winter-slog, but we survived. 
 

Speaking of endurance, our annual Bed Race is scheduled for 

Saturday, May 10th, from 10 am to Noon. Teams of 5 will 

compete in several contests, including the most creatively-

decorated gurney, and each of the individual heats leading up 

to the final race, all on John Marr Drive. This yearôs race 

promises to deliver another fun-filled day for the entire fami-

ly.  We will also have entertainment and our beloved com-

mercial mascots who will represent their firms in a dance-off 

(belly-aching laughs for sure), and the participation of many 

of our local politicians and law enforcement agencies.  
 

All of the fun that is planned for the day is in aid of a great 

cause, as we partner with the Virginia Special Olympics 

Committee to raise both awareness and financial support for 

our special need friends and family members.  If your organi-

zation would like to enter a team to participate in the race, be 

sure to hurry up and submit the forms; visit our website at 

www.annandalechamber.com  where registration forms are 

available under Events/Hospital Bed Race.  Whether you are 

racing a bed, or watching and cheering, we look forward to 

seeing all of you there, bright and early on a wonderful 

spring morning.  

 

 

And, from June 5-22, 2014 bring your family and friends to the 

Annandale Spring Carnival, which will be set-up in the parking 

lot of Kmart on John Marr Drive.  The carnival is a perfect for-

mula for a family day-out with rides, games along the midway, 

food and fun.  Discount admission coupons, with free ride tick-

ets, will be available at the customer service desk inside Kmart 

while supplies last.  For more information about the carnival see 

www.annandalechamber.com under EVENTS.  And, remember 

to shop Kmart for all your garden needs this season, especially in 

appreciation for their generous support of the Annandale Com-

munity and VA Special Olympics. 
 

On behalf of the Chamber, we wish the Annandale community a 

spectacular Spring and hope you will stroll through the wafting 

fragrances of our areaôs floral blooms, including our cherry blos-

soms, dogwoods, daffodils, and tulips.  They will surely brighten 

our days. 
 

Your President,         
Marilyn 
 
Please visit the chamber website www.annandalechamber.com for dates and 
details on all our networking events and the latest in Annandale History, Revitali-

zation, Shopping, and NEWS. 

 
 

SERVING ANNANDALE SI NCE 1957         

COLUMBIA PIKE AND GA LLOWS ROAD  703-256-2730   

www.annandaleshoppingcenter.com 

 

http://www.annandalechamber.com
http://www.annandalechamber.com/


!ǇǊƛƭ нлмп 

  
 

 

 
  

§ No grand idea was ever born in a conference, but a lot of 
foolish ideas have died there. ïFS Fitzgerald 

 

§ The propensity to trade, barter and exchange one thing for 
another é is common to all men, and to be found in no 

other race of animal.ðA. 

Smith 
 

§ In the end, youôre measured 
not by how much you under-

take, but by what you finally 

accomplish.  -D. Trump 
 

§ Whoever invented the meet-
ing must have had Hollywood 

in mind. I think they should 

consider giving Oscars for 

meetings: Best Meeting of the 

Year, Best Supporting Meeting, Best Meeting Based on 

Material from Another Meeting.  -W. Goldman 
 

§ When someone has performed a task in a mediocre man-
ner, he is the first & most insistent person to offer criti-

cism to those who succeed.  -Irish lore 

 

§ Donôt find fault, Find a remedy.  

ANYONE CAN COMPLAIN.   -H. FORD     

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

By:  Scott Pearson 

Although the Fairfax County real estate market isnôt heating up 

to 2006 levels (thank heavens), the signs of a strong spring and 

summer are readily apparent.  Already we are seeing an increase 

of 6-7% over last yearôs asking price for homes.  We are also 

witnessing an active market in February, which is a strong indi-

cator of a very active spring. 

 

What is driving some portion of the market is a lack of adequate 

inventory to meet demand.  Despite the fact that many homes 

that were underwater and over financed are now, after five 

years, seeing rising values that have cured that problem.  There 

are however, still too few sellers to accommodate buyers.  Feb-

ruary 2014 had fewer listings than February 2013, so it appears 

right now that the inventory of homes available on the market 

will remain low. 

 

Because inventory is low, itôs putting upward pressure on pric-

ing, and we are seeing more instances of bidding wars for pre-

mium property.  Although the average time on the market is 

higher than last year (60 vs. 52 days), there is a material number 

of homes that were on the market for less than 10 days.  Of 789 

homes sold in February, 255 were sold within ten days.  Thatôs 

nearly 30%. 

 

Sales to investors continue to be robust.  One of the best indica-

tors of investor activity is the number of cash sales.  In Febru-

ary, 16% of the home sales were for cash.  Although some of 

that activity can be explained by persons downsizing, that is a 

rather high amount of cash sales. 

 

The average price for a detached single family home sold in 

February was $677,199 in Fairfax County.  Average attached 

home prices were $352,384.  That represents an increase of 

7.4% for detached and 6.93% for attached over prices in Febru-

ary 2013. 

 

So what can we predict for the coming year?  As I gaze into my 

tea leaves what seems most likely is a continued sluggishness 

on the seller side, with inadequate inventory of available homes 

on the market.  I see continued enthusiasm on the buyer side as 

persons recognize that the slow creep upward of interest rates 

for conventional loans will likely continue.  And I see increas-

ing activity by investors and builders that continue to see the 

substantial upside in Fairfax County property. 

 

The County has weathered sequestration, the bursting bubble of 

housing values, and the market has pretty much stabilized.  Is it 

a good time to sell?  Yes, you can realize a fair price for your 

property in this market.  Is it a good time to buy?  Yes, because 

interest rates are still low, and since credit facilities have digest-

ed the new regulations, they are more willing to lend. 

 

Unfortunately, we cannot report the same strength in the com-

mercial property market.  It continues to lag and vacancy rates 

are too high.  But that too will likely improve, itôs just going to 

take a few years longer. 
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REAL ESTATE  
 The Market Is Springing Forward 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/henryford385983.html



