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tive business base of broad diversity.  Jobs are  

no longer dependent on federal government posi-

tions or even those in defense contracting.  In-

stead, Fairfax County has almost 400 foreign 

owned firms, others in Information Technology, 

Telecommunications, Financial Services, Aero-

space, and Internet focused start-ups along with 

all the support and professional service compa-

nies required in a robust business world.  It is this 

strong commercial tax base, used to pay for pub-

lic services, ñThat enables Fairfax County to 

withstand economic stresses better than virtually 

any other locality in the nation.ò boasts, quite 

rightly, the FCEDA. 

 

As to the future, new businesses may not open or 

relocate to Fairfax County if their workers are 

forced to live far from the company premises, 

and new workers may not apply for the same 

reason.  To date, the cost of close-in housing and 

availability have driven more than half of all em-

ployees to commute 120 minutes or more per 

day. Consequently, smart growth advocates ham-

mer the message that new housing units need to 

be multi-family, in mixed-use developments, and 

located close to areas of employment, shopping, 

and transportation.  In order to keep the traffic 

manageable, older communities need to revitalize 

their business core to accommodate the mixed 

continued on page 20 

Future Housing Needs for Fairfax County 
110,000 additional residential units by Year 2030 
 

By:  V. Burman 

E 
By Year 2030, or a blink in revitalization time,  

the next wave of economic development is pro-

jected for the Washington area; and now is the 

time to start gearing-up. 

  

According to a report from George Masonôs 

Center for Regional Analysis, Fairfax County, 

over the next eighteen years, is projected to add 

168,833 new jobs (net) out of the 1.05 million 

forecast for the entire Metro area. This level of 

area-wide employment growth will require an-

other 731,457 housing units; 110,000 needed in 

Fairfax County alone. 

 

Traditionally, only half of the workforce lives 

close to their place of employment.  The other 

half endure arduous commutes creating exces-

sive demands on transportation resources and 

highways.  Since Washington is already deemed 

the second most traffic-congested metropolitan 

area in the country, just consider what another 

half million commuters will add to this writhing 

traffic throng.   

 

The success of the regionôs economy has be-

come the broad diversity of employment sectors.  

Even if one or more sector declines in any econ-

omy, the others help to level the odds against a 

full blown depression. Fairfax County, through 

their Economic Development Authority actively 

market new and larger companies to relocate to 

the county with the aim of maintaining a protec-

Reston Town Center 
Rendering by Shalom Baranes Associates  

The Village of Shirlington (Mixed-Use) 



Greetings, Σ Saludos, ϝϠϲϼв , /Ƙŀᵔƻ ŀƴƘΗ 

Lady Bird Johnson once said 

that, ñwhile the spirit of neigh-

borliness was important on the 

frontier because neighbors 

were so few, it is even more 

important now because our 

neighbors are so many.ò And 

with the hustle and bustle of 

modern life it is easy to retreat 

into our own homes and busi-

nesses rather than seek the con-

nections we share with those 

who live and work around us.   
 

The Annandale Chamber of Commerce gets that. Not only 

are we strong advocates for businesses, we also work hard to 

build the greater Annandale community, to foster the sense 

of belonging for residents and 

businesses alike. For example, 

we sponsored the 2011 Fall Fes-

tival and Parade - cheering 

crowds of Annandalians gath-

ered to watch the parade of local 

dancers, floats, performers, 

school kids, scouts, businesses 

and politicians weave its way 

along Columbia Pike to the fes-

tival grounds at Safeway. And 

then, many thousands of people 

came to enjoy the wide selection 

of food, visit the commercial 

booths and to challenge them-

selves (or their kids) on the 

games.  In addition, the Cham-

ber organizes and pays for the 

holiday wreaths installed on the 

lamp posts and the decorations 

at Toll House Park, and brings 

into town events such as the Bed 

Race and Spring Carnival. 
 

Itôs clear that we love Annan-

dale and want to be a good 

neighbor. With the new year 

ahead, why not take a look how 

you personally, or your busi-

ness, could become part of our 

successful community building 

effort. Sponsorship, membership 

and volunteer positions are all 

available.  We couldnôt accom-

plish any of these events without 

the support of our members and 

residents who step-up to offer 
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Message from the President:  The Annandale Chamber ï A Good Neighbor! 

  

 

 

Annandale  

Chamber Of Commerce  

Board of Directors 

 

PRESIDENT:   

Gavin Dock, President, Clarocode 

 

PRESIDENT ELECT: 

Marilyn Hoosen, Morgan Stanley 

Smith Barney 

 

VICE PRESIDENT: 

Carol Zach Reuss 

Annandale Shopping Center 

Dan McKinnon, USN retired 

 

SECRETARY: 

Dr. Barbara Saperstone 

Provost, NVCC 

 

TREASURER: 

George Kresslein,  CPA 

 

IMMEDIATE PAST  

PRESIDENT: 

Marv Rodney, American Legion   

 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

Richard Owen, President,  

Knights of Columbus 

Helen Winter, Annandale CBD  

Planning Committee 

Kurt Langenwalter, First Com-

mand Financial 

Karen Fuentes, County Office of 

Public Private Partnerships 

Debi Pyne, Pyne Studios 

Jeff Levine, Levine Design Studio 

Shamil Salah, Cox communications 

  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  

EDITOR, ENDEAVOR: 

Vicki Burman 

 

By:  Gavin Dock    

volunteer hours or financial backing.  Iôd like to offer particular 

thanks to those whoôve gone above and beyond this last year:  

Xo­ai Healthy Chocolate, Beatty Property Management, Burke 

& Herbert Bank, Magillôs Famous Pizza, The AMF Annandale 

Bowling Lanes, Fairfax Investors, TD Bank, Roy Eppard, Carol 

Zach Reuss, Marv Rodney, Dan McKinnon, George Kresslein, 

Karen Fuentes, Hector Ochoa, Helen Winter, Richard Owen, 

Marilyn Hoosen, Jeff Levine, Debi Pyne, Kurt Langenwalter, 

Scott Force, Marc Henderson, Katie Stramel, the Virginia De-

fense Force, the Knights of Columbus and both the Annandale 

Lions & Womanôs Club. 
 

Please donôt hesitate to contact me with your suggestions and 

comments, and remember, please ñBuy Annandale.ò 
 

Gavin Dock      703-300-3681         president@annandalechamber.com 

 

SERVING ANNANDALE SI NCE 1957       703-256-2730   
COLUMBIA PIKE AND GA LLOWS ROAD 

HOME TO BLOOMõS, SILVERADO, & BEANETICS COFFEE ROASTERS 

 

7409 Eastmoreland Road  .  Annandale, VA 22003 
T: 703-354-9535  .   F: 703-354-7842 

MBALDEA@smcmail.com  .  www.parliaments.net 
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A Community of Cousins 
Global Traditions and Customs 

  

The advent of each New Year signifies a fresh beginning, and as 

clocks in every international time zone strike midnight on this 

widely celebrated holiday, we are given a chance to brush aside 

the foibles from the preceding twelve months, while taking an 

enthusiastic leap into the forefront of a brand new year.  
 

This annual event is recognized by thousands of societies around 

the globe, and is commemorated through the practice of distinct, 

historical customs which reveal the meaningful features used by 

each community to usher in the New Year. Although New 

Year's traditions may vary from country to country, there is a 

familiar sense of optimism found in the spirit of this holiday. 
 

The celebration of the New Year is one of the oldest anniver-

saries, and was first observed in Babylon about 4,000 years ago. 

The Babylonian New Year commenced at the first New Moon 

following the Vernal Equinox and corresponded with March 23-

25 on the Julian Calendar. By 153 BC, the Roman calendar 

eventually grew out of synch with the sun causing the Roman 

government to proclaim January 1 as the beginning of the New 

Year.  
 

January 1 is significant to the Grecian culture because it is both 

the first day of the New Year as well as St. Basil's day. Pro-

tohronia, the Greek word for New Year, is a more important 

holiday to the Greeks than is the Christmas holiday, and is the 

primary day of gift-giving. The Greek New Year also marks the 

commemoration of St. Basil who was a progenitor of the Greek 

Orthodox Church. Furthermore, St. Basil is believed to have 

died on January 1, therefore, the New Year is a day on which his 

life and achievements are honored.  
 

One of the most well-known New Year's traditions practiced in 

Grecian culture is the distribution of a special dessert known as 

vasilopita or St. Basil's cake. A silver or gold coin is baked in-

side the confection, and each piece is allocated in a very solemn 

and strict order. The first slice is for St. Basil and the second 

goes to the house, while the remaining pieces are given in de-

scending birth order beginning with the most senior member of 

the household. Whoever receives the coin in their individual 

portion is blessed with good luck for the coming year.  
 

The Greeks also celebrate the New Year with a custom called 

pothariko, in which the hosts of the New Year's Eve dinner care-

fully choose who 

will be the first 

guest to cross the 

threshold into their 

home.  Often a 

child is entrusted 

with this important 

deed since children 

are viewed as inno-

cent, angelic be-

ings.  
 

Similar to the Greeks, the Chinese 

New Year (Yuan Tan) is vested in 

ancient customs and traditions. 

Occurring between January 21 and 

February 20, the Chinese  New 

Year is set by the Lunar Calendar, 

during which a new moon repre-

sents the onset of each new month. 

The holiday lasts 15 days, and is 

based on a folktale about a mythi-

cal beast named Nian. The legend 

describes how this monster ran-

sacked Chinese villages on the first 

day of the New Year, and was only 

thwarted by food placed on the doorsteps of each home. Nian 

was also frightened by the color red, and therefore the villagers 

would hang crimson-hued lanterns and window shades in their 

households. 
 

The contemporary Chinese New Year celebration is meant to 

bring good luck, health, happiness, and wealth for the forthcom-

ing year. Before the festivities commence, Chinese homes are 

thoroughly cleaned to eliminate all of the previous year's bad 

luck, as the New Year is an occasion for reconciliation and be-

nevolence.  
 

Menus for the family feast are arranged around dishes with posi-

tive sounding words or images such as fish which is a homo-

phone for surplus or Mandarin oranges as they are associated 

with luck.   Families will fly across the world to unite for this 

meal. 
 

A long-standing tradition of the Chinese New Year is for mar-

ried family members to bestow red envelopes containing lucky 

money to the junior members of the family in even numbered 

amounts as odd integers are associated with the money given 

during funeral services.  
 

Chinese parades where masses congregate to watch the proces-

sion of floats, performers, and the infamous dancing dragon and 

lion costumes weaving through the cort¯ge, are prevalent world-

wide. Fireworks are an additionally intrinsic feature of the Chi-

nese New Year. The firecrackers are rolled in red papers because 

the color epitomiz-

es success and 

good fortune, and 

once ignited, the 

thunderous pyro-

technic presenta-

tion suppresses any 

evil spirits.  
 

However you cele-

brate New Year, 

may it be blissful. 

  

 

By:  Jessica Pylin Wendt  

 

Vasilopita Cake celebrates the Greek New Year. 

 

Chinese New Year   
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Each year, the Su-

preme Court of the 

United States handles 

cases of monumental 

importance that affect 

the lives and liveli-

hoods of all Ameri-

cans, yet few of us ever 

get a glimpse of the 

oral arguments made 

before the high court. 

 

In any given proceed-

ing before the court, 

only 50 seats are allo-

cated for the public. 

This restrictive policy 

makes it very difficult for the average American to gain 

access to or a full understanding of the arguments made 

before the court and the questions posed by the justic-

es.  The limited seating also suggests an elitism and pro-

pensity of secrecy unworthy of the third branch of our gov-

ernment. 

 

Currently, cameras are forbidden in the courtroom.  While 

the court has released audio recordings of oral arguments 

since 1955, they are made available only once a week and 

donôt provide the public with real-time access to the high 

courtôs proceedings.  In fact, prior to the 2010 term of the 

Supreme Court, audio recordings of proceedings were not 

released by the court until the next yearôs term began. 

 

We live in a time where information transfer from across 

the globe is near instantaneous, where a hand-held cell 

phone can provide world-wide video conferencing, yet 

access to momentous deliberations in the Supreme Court 

on cases like Bush v. Gore, Citizens United v. Federal 

Election Commission, and Kelo v. City of New London is 

limited to a few dozen citizens. 

 

That is why I have sponsored the Cameras in the Court-

room Act to permit television cameras to cover open pro-

ceedings of the U.S. Supreme Court.  My bill ï H.R. 3572 

ï is bipartisan.  Among the cosponsors are Congressmen 

Chris Van Hollen (D-MD) and Judge Ted Poe (R-TX), 

who is a long-time supporter of allowing cameras in the 

high court.  Senators Chuck Grassley (R-IA) and Dick 

Durbin (D-IL) have introduced a companion bill in the 

Senate. 

 

A Gallup/USA Today poll conducted after the introduction 

of this legislation determined that 72 percent of Americans sup-

port permitting cameras in the Supreme Court, particularly 

since the high court is scheduled in its 2012 term to hear argu-

ments on the constitutionality of the health insurance reform 

law.  

 

C-SPAN has provided Americans with the ability to watch gav-

el-to-gavel action on the floors of the U.S. House of Represent-

atives and the U.S. Senate, as well as many committee hearings 

and other congressional activities.  Television viewers can 

watch White House briefings from start to finish.  Many state 

legislatures, including Virginiaôs General Assembly, offer vid-

eo access to their proceedings, as do local government bodies 

such as the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and thousands 

of other jurisdictions across the country.  And we have grown 

accustomed to being able to watch trials involving celebrities 

and other notables from courtrooms throughout the nation. 

 

This legislation would bring sunshine into the high courtôs de-

liberations and give the public direct access to watch and hear 

in real time the arguments pro and con that come before the 

Supreme Court on important constitutional issues that affect 

every American.   

 

It is time to provide our citizens with a clear view of the Su-

preme Courtôs proceedings, unfettered by the filter of the media 

and other observers.  With strong bipartisan support for my bill 

in the House and a bipartisan companion bill in the Senate, we 

have a good chance of passing the Cameras in the Courtroom 

legislation and providing access to the Supreme Court for all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Honorable Gerald E. Connolly  

(VA 11th District) 

434 Cannon HOB 

Washington, DC 20515  

202-225-1492 

http://connolly.house.gov 
District Director:   

Sharon Stark 

703-256-3071 

  

 

 

From Capitol Hill 
Washington:  Television Cameras should be Permitted in U.S. Supreme Court 
Legislation would bring Increased Transparency & Openness to High Court 
 

                                                                                    By:  Congressman Gerald E. Connolly 

 

 

http://connolly.house.gov/
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On Tuesday, December 13, 2011 our Board was sworn in for 

a new four year term. This is the first time anyone can re-

member that all 10 members of the Board of Supervisors 

have been re-elected. I see this as a strong vote of confidence 

in the current leadership, both in guiding Fairfax County 

through the Great Recession and through the current recov-

ery.  I am committed to continuing our efforts toward foster-

ing a strong sense of community in Fairfax County and 

maintaining the solid fiscal stewardship needed to protect the 

quality of life our residents value. 

 

In four years I hope to look back with satisfaction at the pro-

gress we will have made toward achieving ambitious goals: 

 

We will keep education as our highest priority. Our Board, 

working collaboratively with the School Board, will identify 

opportunities to deliver services to our constituents, children 

and families in ways that are holistic, supportive, cost-

effective and efficient. We will continue to make the invest-

ment needed to keep the Fairfax County Public Schools sys-

tem as one of the finest in the nation. 

 

We will continue to identify creative, multimodal solutions 

to traffic congestion in our most traveled corridors like I-66, 

Route 1, the Beltway, and I-95/395. We will ensure the time-

ly completion of Phase 1 of Rail to Dulles, and will begin 

construction of Phase II. To maximize the opportunities Met-

ro presents, we will also be implementing new bus service to 

efficiently connect the Silver Line and the HOT Lanes to 

other areas of Fairfax County. 

 

We will work to develop new industry sectors including 

translational medicine and we will bolster our efforts to en-

hance economic development in other areas such as the hos-

pitality sector and sustainability related jobs. In particular I 

am excited about establishing a new conference center in 

Fairfax County that will attract local and national events and 

boost the hospitality and tourism sectors. We will continue to 

foster the business-friendly culture in Fairfax County that has 

resulted in our being able to secure every major corporate 

relocation in the U.S. in the last 3 years. 

 

Using the successful model of 

my Private Sector Energy Task 

Force I will bring together the 

stakeholders needed to ensure 

growth and development occur 

in ways that meet our transpor-

tation and environmental goals. 

Workforce housing is a need 

identified by Fairfax County 

businesses as critical to their 

continued success. It is also 

critical to reducing congestion, 

protecting the environment, 

and improving the quality of 

life of our workforce. 

 

Future growth and develop-

ment in Fairfax County lies in 

revitalization and redevelop-

ment of our older commercial 

and industrial areas. Our goal 

is to manage that growth in 

ways that will provide ñsmartò 

transit-oriented mixed-use 

communities where residents 

and workers can easily walk to 

recreation, shopping and employment. 

 

Enjoy the new year and I look forward to working with you on 

these goals. 

 

 

 

 

12000 Government Center Parkway, 

Suite 530, Fairfax, VA 22035  

703-324-2321 
 

Chairmanôs Corner       
Fairfax:  Solid Fiscal Stewardship 

  

  

 

By:  Sharon Bulova, Chairman 
        Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 

  
 

 
 
¶ If a convenience store is 

open 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, 365 days a year, why 
are there locks on the door?  

 
¶  If lawyers are disbarred and 

c lergym en  de f rocked , 
doesn't it follow that elec-
tricians can be delighted, 
musicians denoted, cowboys 
deranged, models deposed, 
tree surgeons debarked, and 
dry cleaners depressed?  

 

 

 

 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/maps/locatMap.htm
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The Wearing of the Green  
Local St. Patrickôs Day Celebrations 

It no longer matters if you are of Irish decent or not; everyone 

is Irish on Saint Patrickôs Dayé.at least as they celebrate.  If 

you are interested in a Pub Crawl, here is a list of the best 

known Irish Pubs in the metropolitan area.   
 

THE DUBLINER  
Number 4 "F" Street, Washington, D.C. 20001 Ŀ (202) 737-3773  

 

DUFFY'S IRISH RESTAURANT AND PUB  
2106 Vermont Ave N.W., Washington, DC  (202) 265-3413  

 

FADO IRISH PUB  
808 7th Street N.W., Washington, D.C. 20001  (202) 789-0066  

 

FOUR FIELDS (Formerly IRELANDôS FOUR PROVINC-

ES)    
3412 Connecticut Ave. NW. Wash-

ington, D.C. 20008 (202) 244-0860 

  

HARP & FIDDLE  
4844 Cordell Ave. Bethesda, MD. 

20814 (301) 951-0015  

 

JAMES HOBAN'S IRISH 

RESTAURANT  
1 Dupont Circle NW, Washington, 

D.C. 20036 (202) 223-8440  

 

IRELANDôS FOUR COURTS  
2051 Wilson Blvd. Arlington, VA. 

22201 (703) 525-3600  

 

IRELAND'S FOUR PROV-

INCES OF FALLS CHURCH  
105 W. Broad St. Falls Church, VA. 22046  (703) 534-8999  

 

THE IRISH CHANNEL  
500 H St. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20001  (202) 216-0046  

 

THE IRISH INN AT GLEN ECHO  

6119 Tulane Avenue Glen Echo, Maryland 20812  (301) 229-6600  

 

THE IRISH TIMES  
14 F St N.W., Washington, DC 20001  (202) 543-5433  

 

MACKEYôS PUBLIC HOUSE  
1823 L St. N.W., Washington D.C. 20036  (202) 331-7667  

 

MCGINTY'S PUBLIC HOUSE  
911 Ellsworth Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20910; (301) 587-1270   

  

MURPHYôS OF VIRGINIA  
713 King St. Alexandria, VA. 22314 (703) 548-1717  

 

NANNY O'BRIEN'S IRISH PUB  
3319 Connecticut Ave NW, Washington, D.C. 20008 (202) 686-9189 
  

THE OLD BROGUE  
760-C Walker Road Great Falls, VA 22066  (703) 759-3309  

   

PAT TROY'S IRISH PUB  
111 N. Pitt Street Alexandria, VA 22314  (703) 549-4535   

 
PARADES:  
41st Washington DC St. Patrickôs Parade 

NOON  -  Constitution Ave from 7th to 17th Streets NW 

Saturday, March 11, 2012 

 

What began as a small strolling procession in 1971 has turned 

into one of the largest St. Patrickôs Day parades in the country. 

Within three years a full-scale parade moved from Massachu-

setts Ave to itôs permanent home on Constitution Ave.  Expect 

to see multiple Marching Bands, Pipe Bands, Police, Military, 

Novelty Floats, Fire Departments, and thousands upon thou-

sands of marchers wearing the green.  

  
Alexandria ParadeðSaturday, March 3, 2012  

12:30 ï 2:30 PMðKing Street from West Street to Fairfax  

www.saintpatricksdayparade.com/alexandria_va.htm   

  

Join the cele-

bration and 

watch the 30th 

Anniversary St. 

Patrick Day 

Parade in the 

heart of Old 

Town Alexan-

dria, VA. The 

day's festivities 

begin with the 

Classic Car 

Show Competi-

St. Patrickôs Day at the White House 2011  
(Official White House Photo by Chuck Kennedy ) 

 

http://www.dublinerdc.com/
http://www.duffysdc.com/
http://www.fadoirishpub.com/fado_pub_main.php?city=washington
http://www.irelandsfourfields.com/
http://www.irelandsfourfields.com/
http://www.flanagansharpandfiddle.com/
http://www.jameshobansdc.com/
http://www.jameshobansdc.com/
http://www.irelandsfourcourts.com/
http://irishusa.com/4ps/
http://irishusa.com/4ps/
http://www.irishchannelpub.com/
http://irishusa.com/irishinn/
http://www.mackeyspub.com/
http://mcgintyspublichouse.com/silverspring/
http://www.murphyspub.com/old_town.html
http://www.nannyobriens.com/index.html
http://www.oldbrogue.com/
http://www.pattroysirishpub.com/
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ñMay you be half an hour in Heaven 

Before the Devil knows youôre dead.ò 

tion. The show starts at 10:00 AM with automobiles displayed 

for viewing on North Pitt Street just off of King Street.   

 

The Fun Dog Show is scheduled from 10:30 AM to NOON in 

Market Square.  All events are free to the public.   

 
Manassas Parade 

11:00 AM  -  Center St to Prescott to Quarry to Church St. 

Saturday, March 17th, 2012 

www.st.patparade.net 

 

This is the 13th year Manassas has celebrated St. Patôs Day with 

their very enthusiastic parade.  The organizers suggest viewers 

park in municipal lots in Old Town Manassas. 

 
Shamrock Fest  -  
RFK StadiumðSaturday, March 24, 2012 

2400 E Capitol St  
Washington, DC 20001 

1:00 PM to 9:00 PM (ET)  

Adult tickets:  $24.99 

www.shamrockfest.eventbrite.com 

  

This festival is full of live musical entertainment as well as Irish 

Folk Dancing and strolling ballad-

eers.  Carnival rides, games, and 

activities for the entire family are 

being planned plus dozens of food 

vendors and quality craft vendors.  

Boisterous and hilarious fun takes 

place in the Irish Village where 

you can participate in the Sham-

rock Pub Games. 

 

 

 

St. Michaelôs School on Ravensworth Road celebrated in 2011 with a huge 

Irish Flag display on their front athletic lawn  

made up of small  green, white and orange flags. 

 

An Irish Blessing 
 

May your pockets be heavy 

Your heart be light 

And may good luck pursue you 

Each morning and night. 
 

May your days be as sparkling 

As an Irish smile, 

The dew on a shamrock, 

And the Emerald Isle. 
 

May all the joy that echoes through  

A happy Irish song 

And all the luck the shamrock brings  

Be yours the whole year long 

May you have blessings, pleasures, friends, 

To gladden all life's way, 

And may Saint Patrick smile on you 

Today and every day. 
 

May the lilt of Irish laughter 

Lighten every load, 

May the mist of Irish magic 

Shorten every road, 

May you taste the sweetest pleasures 

That fortune ere bestowed, 

And may all your friends remember 

All the favors you are owed.  
 

May the road rise to meet you. 

May the wind be always at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face; 

The rains fall soft upon your fields 

And, until we meet again, 

May God hold you in the palm of His hand. 
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Winter Yard Care 
Broken Limbs and Deicers 

 

After raking leaves and cutting 

the grass short at the end of 

Fall, most yard chores have 

come to an end until Spring.  

Most, but not all.  Since signifi-

cant snowfalls are common in 

the Annandale area, watch both 

trees and shrubbery for damage 

caused when weighty masses of 

snow or ice accumulate on their 

limbs.  Evergreens are particu-

larly subject to breakage.  
 

Very gently while sweeping in 

an upward direction, brush 

snow from the limbs.  If ice has accumulated, walk away and 

let it melt on itôs own.  Breaking off ice can do much more 

damage than the ice itself.   When you do find broken limbs, 

remove as soon as possible.   
 

Other tips for the winter gardener: 
 

Prune. Late winter is a good time to prune and shape orna-

mental roses and trees.   Remember that evergreens and Brad-

ford Pears suffer most from heavily laden snowy boughs.     
     

Watering:   Well-hydrated plants will survive the winter better 

than dry ones.  Watering should continue until the first hard 

freeze. 
  
Mulch:  To avoid the growth of pests in your perennial and 

shrubbery beds, spread a five inch insulating barrier of mulch 

just after the first frost.  Donôt forget to mulch your container 

plants and insulate the containers with bubble wrap.  

 

Deicer Safety for your plants:  

Potassium chloride & CMA (calcium magnesium acetate) 

donôt  work at extremely low temperatures but  are kind to 

plants and concrete.  Corn-based products, although expensive, 

contain chlorides and work in very low temperatures, yet are 

reported to be safe for yards and pets. Use all products in mod-

eration 

The best feeders for winter 

have wide covers that extend 

many inches over the base.  

The cover will keep seed from 

being buried in snow.  Place all 

feeders in sheltered areas of the 

yard yet visible for bird watch-

ing.  Because food is more 

scarce in winter, birds will 

flock to feeders which will 

need to be emptied and refilled 

daily.  Mildew quickly forms 

on seed left more than a day. 
 

Donôt bother to purchase mixed 

bird seed.  Itôs largely stuffed 

with red millet which most birds will not eat and simply scatter 

to the ground.  Instead buy just the seeds most enjoyed.  Nyger 

is the most popular seed for finches.  It is a very small black 

seed best delivered to the bird table using a long narrow cylin-

drical feeder allowing a number to feed at once. 
 

Black oil sunflower seeds are the hands-down favorite of all 

seeds. They attract most every bird in the Northern Virginia 

garden.  They contain a higher oil content than the black with 

white stripe seeds humans eat and are less expensive and easier 

for the birds to shell. 
 

Birds need concentrated energy in their winter seed in order to 

survive the freezing weather.  The best form of concentrated 

energy is found in suet which is a solid fat rendered from beef 

or venison.  Itôs sold in blocks and hung in a cage-like feeder 

by itself.   
 

Last, but possibly the most important thing to make available 

to your feathered friends, is water.  Unfrozen water in winter is 

a necessity and can be provided with a heated bird bath.  Use a 

heating coil in your current bird bath.  Heated baths are also 

available for sale using either electricity or solar power as the 

heating source.  Providing a water source will ensure you have 

the best possible variety of aviary visitors over the winter. 

Winter Bird Feeding 
Provide a water source 
 

  

  

Winter Weather Preparedness 
Park on the odd number side of the street 

 

VDOT requests that before a storm, residents put all cars in 

their driveway, leaving the street clear for plowing, especially 

on cul-de-sacs.  If that is not possible park on the odd num-

ber side of the street. 
 

Hotline to VDOT Plowing Central:  1-800-367-7623 

Local VDOT:  703-383-8368 

Supervisor Penny Gross:  703-256-7717 

Supervisor John Cook:  703-425-4044 
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VIEW ON NATURE 
 Leaping Ahead 

By: Michael McDonnell, Hidden Oaks Nature Center 

In a previous issue of Endeavor (Summer 2010) I wrote about 

the cyclical nature of our celebrations, and the events that led 

to our present day calendar. That calendar must include a leap 

day every 4 years (except those century years NOT divisible 

by 400) to compensate for our slightly-off 24 hour per day 

time system. Well here we are in Leap Year 2012 ï one of the 

oddities and sacrifices to our imperfect view of nature when 

we try to pin it down a la on a butterfly board. (One of the fun 

facts about John Jay Audubonôs paintings of North American 

birds was that his specimens were ï in the main ï dead. So 

Britons and fellow continentals were treated to birds that look 

expertly photographically detailed, but which are all a little 

limp in the neck area and musculature.) So Leap Year is our 

compromise to the Universeôs chronometer. 

I met a wonderful person just this week whose daughter was 

born on a leap day, and is about to celebrate her ñeighthò 

birthday at the tender age of 32. Rather than raising her with-

out birthdays, they throw a huge party every fourth year to 

compensate! In my own Scottish/Irish heritage there is a sto-

ried tradition  that 

St. Brigid who 

wished all women 

to have more of an 

active role in the 

selection of their 

husbands ap-

proached St. Pat-

rick with a petition.  

The result was that 

women were per-

mitted to propose 

to men during Leap 

Years. More re-

cently this has been muddled into an Anglo form of Sadie 

Hawkins day when women take the lead in all things. Of 

course we know Sadie Hawkins from Al Capp, the cartoonist/

creator for Liôl Abner, and still celebrate it in November. 

Women were also ñallowedò to wear breeches those particular 

days!    

Leap Year is not to be confused with Leap Second by the way. 

That second is added periodically to our universal atomic time 

to adjust for the observation that our solar days are in fact a 

tad (howôs that for a scientific measurement?!) longer each 

rotation, due to the oceanic tidal friction slowing down the 

earthôs rotations. This is then only partially made up by gla-

cial rebound, which pushes us at a little faster pace than a 

solar day. Try this yourself by carrying two pails of water, 

each full but unequal in volume, in each hand and trying to 

evenly spin circles. Eventually you wobble out of sync. Cool 

website alert!! http://www.iau.org/ is the International Astro-

nomical Union with wonderful and more in depth info, and no 

unions dues for in 

depth investigat-

ing. 

So you wonôt feel 

out of sync, join us 

as Hidden Oaks 

Nature Center 

celebrates Leap 

Year on February 

26th (a more con-

venient Sunday 

event date) with a 

program entitled Leaps & Bounds: Animal Champions.  Here 

weôll discover natureôs champion leapers, as well as the animal 

kingdomôs largest and fastest and strongest animals. This is for 

ages 3 and up, and is held from 2 ï 3:30 p.m. and costs $6 per 

person. Call 703-222-4664 to register (preregistration is re-

quired) and use the code #308-182-0801. Or catch us online at 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks.  To reach the nature center it-

self and discuss anything natural please call 703-941-1065.  

Enjoy your extra day!  
         

Hidden Oaks Nature Center 

7701 Royce Street  (off Hummer Road)  Annandale 

703-941-1065  ~  www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/hiddenoaks/ 

Green Tree Frog 

 

 

 

 

 

 

American Bull Frog  

 

Bill Page to Open a Chevrolet  

Dealership on Little River Turnpike 

 

The former Cherner Lincoln-Mercury Dealership at 6500 Little 

River Turnpike will reopen this year as Bill Page Chevrolet.  

The 5.3 acre property has served as a car dealership since 

1970. 

 

Bill Page opened his first dealership in 1950 and currently has 

Toyota, Honda, and Scion Dealerships all located along An-

nandale Road and Route 50.     

http://www.iau.org/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks
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FINANCE: 
Are You Taking Advantage of the New Gift and Estate Tax Law? 
 

By:  Marilyn Hoosen 

Gifting assets to loved ones while you are alive can prove 

deeply satisfying, especially if those assets are used to pay 

for meaningful financial objectives like starting a business, 

purchasing a home or educating a grandchild. In addition, 

every gift you make removes assets from your estate and may 

help you achieve some of the following objectives: 

 

Reduce estate taxes: A married couple gifting $26,000 an-

nually to each of their three children over the next 30 years 

will have given away $2,340,000. At todayôs 35% estate tax 

rate, that represents a tax savings of $819,000. 

 

Transfer appreciation: If most of your assets are invested in 

stock or real estate, you may experience substantial apprecia-

tion over your lifetime. Assets of $5 million appreciating at a 

hypothetical rate of 5% annually, for example, would grow to 

over $13 million in 20 years. At todayôs 35% tax rate, your 

estate tax liability would be more than $4.5 million. By im-

plementing gifting strategies, you can remove both assets, as 

well as potential appreciation, from your estate. Conceivably, 

you could freeze the value of your current estate and transfer 

potential appreciation to your heirs. 

 

Keep your estate intact: A large, unexpected estate tax bill 

can force family members to sell real estate or other valuable 

assets that they would rather keep. A well-conceived gifting 

strategy can provide the funds necessary to meet estate tax 

liability and keep your assets where they belong ð with your 

loved ones.  

 

Keep a family business thriving: The opportunity to gift 

stock or ownership interest in a closely-held family business 

is another gifting strategy that can remove substantial assets from 

your estate. 

 

With the passage of the Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance 

Reauthorization and Job Creation Act of 2010 (TRA 2010), you 

have an unprecedented opportunity to remove assets from your 

estate through gifting strategies that can help reduce estate taxes 

and provide your loved ones with a more substantial legacy. This 

legislation increases the lifetime gift tax exemption from $1 mil-

lion to $5 millionĭ and also enables you to continue to make an-

nual gifts of up to $13,000 a yearĭ to each of your children, 

grandchildren or any other person you wish without incurring gift 

tax.  

 

However, you should note that this opportunity may only be tem-

porary. When the current tax legislation expires on December 31, 

2012, Congress may keep exclusion and exemption limits where 

they are, raise them, lower them or eliminate them. Work with 

your financial advisor or tax advisor to develop and implement 

suitable gifting strategies. 

 

To learn more about the new gift and estate tax legislation, gift-

ing strategies and how you can potentially maximize your gift 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

4231 Duke St.  

Alexandria, VA 22304 

703-370-7900 
www.temporestaurant.com 

 

$10 off 
 

Any purchase of $50 or more 

with this coupon. 

Not valid with other  

promotions or on holidays.  

Expires 4-30-2012 
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 FINANCE: 
Are You Taking Advantage of the New Gift and Estate Tax Law? 

using life insurance, contact me for a copy of the brochure, 

Taking Advantage of the New Gift and Estate Tax Law. 

 

For More Information:  contact Marilyn Hoosen (703) 556-

8113 http://fa.smithbarney.com/marilyn.s.hoosen 

ĭ Limits double for married couples ($10 million lifetime gift 

tax exemption and $26,000 annual gift tax exemption). 

 

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney offers insurance products in 

conjunction with its licensed insurance agency affiliate(s).  

Since life insurance is medically underwritten, you should not 

cancel your current policy until your new policy is in force. A 

change to your current policy may incur charges, fees and 

costs. A new policy will require a medical exam. Surrender 

charges may be imposed and the period of time for which the 

surrender charges apply may increase with a new policy. You 

should consult your own tax advisors regarding your potential 

tax liability on surrenders. 

 

 

 

 
Tax laws are complex and subject to change. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC, its 

affiliates and Morgan Stanley Smith Barney Financial Advisors do not provide tax or legal 

advice. This material was not intended or written to be used for the purpose of avoiding 

tax penalties that may be imposed on the taxpayer. Individuals are urged to consult their 

personal tax or legal advisors to understand the tax and legal consequences of any ac-

tions, including implementation of any estate planning strategies, or investments described 

herein. 

 

 

 

 

703-354-2110   800-357-2110 
4417 JOHN MARR DRIVE, ANNANDALE, VA 22003 

       www.annsandra.com         customerservice@annsandra.com  
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 MARIPOSA     MICHAEL ARAM     NORA FLEMING     ALL CLAD      

LYNN CHASE     WEDGWOOD   WATERFORD     BERNARDAUD  

SPECIAL SAVINGS & SERVICE 
for those who appreciate the 

TRULY DISTINCTIVE 

 

With our Low Price Guarantee, why shop anywhere else?    

OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE:  Wedding Registry & 

Corporate Gifts, Gift Wrapping & Shipping 

 

M ICHAEL ARAM 
 

An American born  
artist whose 29  

tabletop collections are 
nothing short of  

sculptured genius.  The Olive Branch Collection 

333 John Carlyle Street  
Suite 650  

Alexandria, VA  22314  
Tel   703 739 3696  

Fax  703 683 5940  
Toll free   800 336 5405  
marilyn.s.hoosen@mssb.com   

Marilyn S. Hoosen  
Financial Advisor  

MorganStanley  
          SmithBarney  

! ϷмоΣллл ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƎƛƊ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜΥ 

! ϷнсΣллл ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƎƛƊ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜΥ 

tƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ¢ŀȄ {ŀǾƛƴƎǎ 

tƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ¢ŀȄ {ŀǾƛƴƎǎ 

ϷмоΣллл ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƎƛƊ ǘŀȄ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ Ȅ ор҈ 
ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǘŀȄ ǊŀǘŜ Ґ tƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ 
ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǘŀȄ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ϷпΣррл 

¢ƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ 

IȅǇƻǘƘŜǝŎŀƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻƴƭȅΦ  bƻǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΦ 

http://fa.smithbarney.com/marilyn.s.hoosen
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Fort Lesley J. McNair 
Washington. D.C. 

By:  Marv Rodney 

In last yearôs issues, I provided information regarding our 

highest military award medals.  This year, I thought it would 

be worthwhile and interesting to provide a little history on 

some of the oldest DC area military institutions, starting with 

Fort Lesley J. McNair.  For over 200 years Washington, DC 

has shared with the American military a long and rich history.  

Forts, bases, installations, and offices surround the nationôs 

capital.  These bases contain beautiful period architecture and  

have been home to scores of famous personages; while world 

changing decisions took place. 
 

Fort McNair is a United States Army Post located on the pen-

insula tip known as Greenleaf Point.   It lies at the confluence 

of the Potomac and Anacostia Rivers in Washington, D.C.  

More specifically, it is located at 4th and P Streets, SW, near 

the Waterfront Marina.  It has been an Army post for more 

than 200 years, third only to West Point and Carlisle Barracks 

in length of service.   
 

This Post was established in 1791 and, at that time, was con-

sidered a major 

site and arsenal 

for the defense of 

the capital which, 

unfortunately, did 

not halt the in-

vading British in 

1814.  The arse-

nal facilities were 

rebuilt after the 

war and addition-

al land was pur-

chased north of 

the arsenal in 

1826 for the first 

federal peniten-

tiary.  The con-

spirators accused of assassinating President Abraham Lincoln 

were imprisoned there and, after being found guilty, four were 

hanged including Mary Surratt, the first woman ever executed 

under federal orders.   
 

A hospital was built next to the penitentiary in 1857, and Civil 

War wounded were treated at what was then called the Wash-

ington Arsenal.  The arsenal was closed in 1881, and the post 

transferred to the Quartermaster Corps.  A general hospital, 

predecessor to the Walter Reed Army Medical Center, was 

located at the post from 1898 until 1909.  Major Walter Reed 

researched the causes of yellow fever in the marshlands around 

the post since, unlike Congress who adjourned for the month 

of August and any local citizen who had the means abandoned 

DC for the seaside or mountains that month as well, serving 

military were stuck in DC for the duration. This was a time 

prior to window screens or mosquito netting, and with open 

sewage running down the gutters of the streets, Washington 

was ripe with disease in August.    
 

In 1901, with the birth of the Army War College, the post, now 

called Washington Barracks, became the Armyôs center for the 

education and training of senior officers to lead and direct large 

numbers of troops. Renamed and reorganized during the 40ôs  it 

finally became known as the National Defense University 

(NDU) in 1976.  A second college, founded in 1924 and called 

the Army Industrial College was established at McNair to pre-

pare officers for high level posts in Army supply organizations 

and to study industrial mobilization.  It has since evolved into 

the Industrial College of the Armed Forces.    
 

The post was renamed in 1948 to honor Lt. Gen. Lesley J. 

McNair, commander of Army ground forces during World War 

II, who was headquartered at the post and was killed during 

Operation Cobra near Saint-Lo, France, July 25, 1944, in an 

infamous friendly fire incident.  He is buried in the Normandy 

American Cemetery in France.  
 

Fort McNair became the headquarters of the U.S. Army Mili-

tary District of Washington in 1966 with the NDU, the Inter-

American Defense College, and the U.S. Army Center of Mili-

tary History as tenants.  More recently, Fort McNair became 

part of the Myer-Henderson Hall Military Joint Base Communi-

ty by virtue of the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) pro-

cess in 2005.  There are currently 460 active duty and 820 civil-

ian personnel assigned to Fort McNair to provide support to the 

base and its three tenants.  Fort McNair has the feel and look of 

history.  About 90% of the present buildings on the postôs 100 

acres were built, reconstructed or remodeled by 1908.   
 

If you have any comments, questions or would like more details 

regarding this article, please contact Marv Rodney at 703-328-

3052 or online at marvrodney@aol.com.    

 

 

July 7, 1865ðExecution of Lincoln Conspirators 

mailto:marvrodney@aol.com

